OpINION
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isiand has, seemingly, hundreds of politicians,
l activists, advisers and journadists. They were all out
buzzing about that story out of Washington. D.C.,
in which the US. Supreme Court ruled on the highly pub-
ficized Rice vs. Cayetano Case.
The justices ruled 7-2 that elections for Office of Hawai-
i | decision could have a serious effect
| on Guam's “Chamomo only™ vote
scheduled for July Ist.
Who, for example, is going
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Big Island farmer whose family had
lived on Hawaii for generations. It
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was Rice who thought it just wasa’t -
fair that he should pay taxes, own .
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the U.S. Constitution.

n’t hold up legally. Right now the July | plebiscite, which

1s non-binding on Congress, is limited to Chamorros who
are currently defined as people who can trace their ances-
try to an individual living on Guam in 1899,

But even that isn’t the end-all. People who register 1o
vote must be voting resi of Guam, apparently. That
makes it difficult to the legality of the thousands
of Chamorros and their children living in the States. It also
doesn't adkress the adopted children of Chamomos on Guam.

Nor does it fully address Chamorros in the military, al-
though presumably they will be accepted on the registry.
The dissenting opinions on the Supreme Court, in the
Hawaiian decision, were by Justice John Paul Stevens and
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg.

U.S. government should give a i

make the point that the
latitude to the abongi-
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| Chamorro definition a major hurdle ; :

To give you an idea of how much s mvolvad the othesr
day | was mvited 10 2 lunch 1o @il 10 2 growp of ccomomeas
and advisers, ied by Joe Bradiey

He had Ohuck Crisostomo, formesty the head of Cuam
Economic Development Asthonty, Gary Wikes and Dave
O'Bren with lum. Jon Anderson and | wese on the gher
side of the table. These econoemasts and aivesers have heen
tasked, under contract, 10 come wp with the sconomsc
pact these separate voting chosces would have on Guam,
In other words, what effects would satehood, free swoc-

this stage of talks, votes and negotiations. The It goes on
and on. How much can Geam expect m the way of delp
from the United States if we were mdependent ® Rght now
we receive mulhions, certanly hundreds of mulboss i foed
stamps, postal service, Coast Guand, malstary payroll. weath-

y construction and o and ca. How much can we
m*hm"&m

: i mm-ua“mwm

: ralic MDMWW‘
_ “hnmm-‘mh
“Would the Jones Act be thrown out”

* Then there are tourists. Would they come without e L S
3 ? Would the mvestment




